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Key Facts 

 

Vocabulary 

Word Definition 

Life cycle Series of changes in the life of an organism. 

Amphibian A cold-blooded vertebrate that spends some time on 

land but must breed and develop into an adult in water.  

Cold blooded Animals having blood whose temperature changes with 

the temperature of the air or water.  

Migrate  (of an animal, typically a bird or fish) move from one re-

gion or habitat to another according to the seasons.  

Warm blooded Animals having a body temperature that remains steady 

and warm, no matter what the outside temperature is.  

Mammal A warm-blooded vertebrate animal, distinguished by hair 

or fur and give birth to live young. 

Metamorphosis The process by which the young form of insects and some 

animals, such as frogs, develops into the adult form. 

Sexual reproduc-

tion 

When offspring is produced from the fusion of a male and 

female cell.. 

Reproduction The production of offspring. 

Perfect  

flowers 

Perfect flowers have both male parts and female parts 

inside of them.   

 



Key skills and concepts: 

 

Children will be able to: 

When working scientifically during this module, children fre-
quently use secondary sources of information, as they carry out 
their own investigations to answer a variety of science ques-
tions, with increasing independence. This should involve the use 
of quality non-fiction books, web-based material etc and might 
include a visit to a local zoo. 

Children report and present findings from their enquiries in a 
variety of ways, both orally and in written forms, drawing con-
clusions, identifying causal relationships and explaining their 
thinking. They consider evidence that has been used to support 
arguments, for example, as they learn about the work that has 
been done to protect the future of endangered animals. 

Knowledge and Understanding: 

Children will learn: 

• In this module children build on earlier work from Key Stage 1 and from Year 
3, where they learned about the life cycles of plants.  

• They extend their understanding of what a life cycle is, and learn about the 
life cycles of some familiar (and some less familiar) mammals, amphibians, in-
sects and birds.  

• Children compare and contrast different life cycles, identifying common fea-
tures as well as explaining key differences.  

• They use their knowledge of life cycles to help them as they create a fantas-
tical creature of their own, complete with its own distinct life cycle.  

• They learn about incredible journeys that some animals undertake to com-
plete their life cycles, and about the different ways in which humans are sup-
porting some endangered animals to increase their population numbers. 

Key Questions 

How can we describe the life 
cycle of mammals? 

How can we describe the life 
cycle of amphibians? 

How can we describe the life 
cycle of insects? 

How can we describe the life 
cycle of birds? 


