
What I should know already 
• describe the properties of different materials and  
• group different materials together based on what they are 

made from or their properties.  
• how different solid objects can change shape by squashing, 

bending, folding, etc.  
 
What I will learn in this unit 
• There are 3 states of matter.  
• These are: solids, liquids and gases.  
• Each has characteristic properties. 

Changes of States 
Water has a boiling point of 1000 but it freezes and melts at 00. 

Vocabulary 

Word Definition 

Solids Solids retain their shape unless a force is 

applied to them. 

Liquids Liquids when transferred from place to place 

take the shape of the container they are in 

but do not change in volume. 

Gases Gases change in shape and volume to fill the 

Melting The change from solid to liquid caused by 

heating. 

Particles Tiny bits of matter that make up everything 
in the universe. 

Freezing The change from liquid to solid caused by 
cooling.  

Evaporation The change from liquid to gas.  

Boiling  A change from liquid to gas when the liquid 

is heated to its boiling point. 

Condensation The change from gas to liquid at tempera-
tures between its boiling and freezing points. 

Temperature  The measure of warmth or coldness of an 
object.  
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Why are there 

water droplets 

outside this cup 

of tea? 

The water cycle is a natural process which occurs when 
water in seas and oceans are heated by the sun, causing 
them to evaporate into the sky. Once the water vapour 
has cooled it condenses and forms clouds. Eventually 
when the clouds are too full of water droplets precipita-
tion occurs and rail, sleet, hail or snow falls and finds its 
way back to the water source.  


