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What makes a 

building  

Sacred? 

Vocabulary 

Word Definition 

community A group of people who live close       
together or have shared interests. 

Mandir A Hindu temple. 

Synagogue A building in which Jews meet for     
religious worship or instruction. 

worship Love and devotion shown to a being or 
an object considered sacred. 

Gurdwara A Sikh place of worship 

sacred Showing great respect.  

Church A building used for public Christian 
worship. 

Key Questions 

Why do different communities need a special 
place? 

How does the church help Christians connect with 
God? 

How does the church help Christians connect with 
each other? 

How are the pillars of Islam shown in a Mosque? 

How do the features of a Gurdwara support the 
belief in equality? 

How are key Jewish beliefs shown in the syna-
gogue? 

How do Hindus worship in the Mandir? 

What do you want to find out about 

this picture? 

You might ask the following…. 

• Why is everyone sitting on the 

floor? 

Key Facts 

• Churches hold other activities such as prayer meetings, 
Sunday school, fasting.  

• A mosque is an Islamic place of worship.  
• The 5 Pillars of Islam are 5 key practices Muslims must 

follow in their life. They are called pillars because they 
are the foundation of Muslim life. 

• Gurdwara is the Sikh place of worship. Literally     
translated to ‘doorway to the Guru’.  


